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Who are we

Alapatt Palathingal Family is one of the aristocratic syrian
catholic families of Kerala in India, which has its ancestral roots
in the district of Thrissur.

History

The history of Alapatt Palathingal Family is one that stands
the test of time itself. Born from religious conversion and wartime
migration., the name Alapatt Palathingal will be remembered for
the values and faith it has established in its members throughout
history. Today, these faith and value systems have allowed the
children of this family, to rise up the ranks of society, to become
influential figures to shape and design the future of our community.

Let us explore our story and learn in-depth our history
and discuss how it all began, starting with the efforts and
lengths went by members of our family to trace our history. This
also gives a peek into the origin of the name Alapatt Palathingal.
Although this brief summary may not do justice to eleven
generations of effort, we hope it gives you a glance into what
makes us, what we are today.

Origins of Alapatt Palathingal

In the governing period of “Kulashekara” and “Perumbadappu
Swaroopam” some Christian families including Alapatt family
migrated to new places to do agriculture and business. In the
later years of 1600s attack from the “Marikkars”, military heads of
Samuthiry, was another reason for the settlement in other places.
One of the sub divisions of Alapatt Family settled in Parappukara
in Thrissur District of Kerala. They chose to live in the northern
side of the Bridge over Kurumali River in Parappukara. In the early
1700s that particular branch of Alapatt family was called
Palathingal. From Parappukara a “Karanavar”(family head) named
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Varu of Alapatt family migrated to Kattoor in 1730. He settled in

Edathiruthy near Kattoor. There are evidences showing that he
shifted to Kattoor with his family (which was part of erstwhile
Cochin State) in 1736. In 1746 he built a “Tharavattu Pura” (a
traditional Nalukettu house) near the bridge in Parayankadavu,
Kattoor. Varu had four sons namely Vareed, Anthony, Chummar
and Poulose. The successors of Varu are the Alapatt Palathingal
Family members. Like all traditional Christian families, Alapatt
Palathingal Family looked after the religious, moral, economic and
educational betterment of the family members. All these years
the family has stood by its cherished values and thrived on the
traditional cultural influence.

Religious conversion

It is believed that one of the disciples of Jesus Christ, St.
Thomas came to Kerala in 52 AD. He attracted some Brahmin
families to the path of Christ and they adopted Christianity.
According to traditional belief, St. Thomas created seven Christian
communities here. One of the thirty two important Brahmin villages
in Kerala during that period was Moolikulam (now Moozhikulam).
A “Mana’( Brahmin House) named Alapatt Mana in Moozhikulam
is the origin of Alapatt family. It is traditionally believed that different
branches of Alapatt Family spread all over the world with different
sub names originated from Alapatt Mana. Alapatt Palathingal Family
is one of the main subdivisions of Alapatt Family.

Tharavattuyogam

Established in 1989, Alapatt Palathingal tharavattuyogam
brought together all the extended members of the family. This
became the impetus behind the first publication of the book on
Alapatt Palathingal Tharavattuyogam in 2001, titled ‘Alapatt
Palathingal Tharavattu Charithram’, Part 1. It has precise
descriptions of important personalities, family connections and
other relevant facts. Earlier we had published a Family Directory
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showing addresses, telephone numbers and other details of family

members. The detailed history of Alapatt Palathingal family, namely
‘Alapatt Palathingal Tharavattu Charithram’, Part 2
(Thalamurakalilude) was published in 2003.

Family Icons

By going through the above mentioned history books
published by the Alapatt Palathingal Tharavattuyogam, one can
see that Alapatt Palathingal Family has given birth to plenty of
important personalities who served the society, Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church as well as the State.

Rt. Rev. Dr. George Alapatt- C3322 (1900-1973)
(S/o. Alapatt Palathingal Chakoru)
was the Bishop of Thrissur Diocese
during the period 1944-1970.

Msgr. Ephrem Palathingal -A2312 (1917-1998)
was Procurator and Councilor of
Thrissur Diocese.

Rev. Fr. Vincent CMI -V3213 (1895-1963)
was the Prior General of CMI
Congregation in 1947.
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Mother Marium Magdalena A23D1 (1876-1947)
became the first Mother General of CMC
Congregation in 1937.

Rev. Fr. John Alapatt (1866 - 1944) - C361
One of the Prominent priests of the then
Thrissur Diocese, he was ordained in 1894
and was member of the Diocesan curia.
His early efforts made it possible for us to
create our family tree.

Rev. Sr. Annie Palathingal (V21111D1) was
Mother Superior of Holy Family Congregation.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Palathingal SDB (A23212)
was provincial of North East Salesian Province
in 1994.
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Rev. Fr. Issac Alapatt CMI (V32141)

He was Professor, dept. of Zoology,Christ
College Irinjalakuda. Later he went to the US
and did his masters in communications and

was Fouder Director of
Chetana Sound Studio, Thrissur.

His untiring efforts made it possible for us to

publish our history books ; ‘Vamsavali’ and

‘Thalamurakalilude’.

Several other priests and nuns have selflessly served the
Catholic Church.

Mothers of two Catholic Bishops are from Alapatt Palathingal
Family. (Mar Joseph Pastor Neelankavil ,Bishop Emiritus, Sagar
Diocese is S/o. Kunjannam - V331D1 and Mar Paul Chittilappilly,
Bishop Emiritus, Thamarassery Diocese is S/o Kunjayi-C121D3.

Also, former Bishop Of Thrissur Mar Francis Vazhappilly is
the grandson of Mariam-C3D3, who was married to Kallookaran
family of Ollur and Major Archbishop Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil
is the great grandson and Msgr. Zacharias Vazhappilly is
grandson of Rosa C3D4 who was married to Vazhappilly family
of Puthenvelikkara.

Some of our family members have served the nation through
All India Services and Central Civil Services like IAS, IPS, IFS
and IRS.There are others who have served the public sector
in senior positions. There are many who are professionals like
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Scientists, Doctors, Engineers, Chartered Accountants,

Advocates, Teachers, Bankers, Businessmen and Industrialists.
Some of them worth mentioning are:

Late P.J Joseph IPS (V32321) who was
Dy. Director CRPF and |G of Police, Orissa.

Late lype Alapatt IFS (C394) was the
Chief Conservator of Forests ,Kerala State,
and retired in 1981

Late Er. AJ Lonappan (C3824) was Chief
Engineer of Madras Corporation in 1995.

Late P.P. Antony (A2313) was the Kerala
Head of Reserve Bank Of India and
Director State Bank of Travancore.
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Late Er. Vincent Alapatt (V222161)
was Chief Engineer ,KSEB

Late Er. A.L Pius (C36311) was one of
the early graduates of JJ School of
Architecture,Mumbai and graduated in the
year1963. He was one of the leading
architects of Thrissur.

Dr.J C Palathingal (C33151) S/o Chakoru
received his Doctorate in Nuclear Physics
from University of Pennsylvania, USA, an lvy
League institution in the year 1963. He has
published several papers. His most
acclaimed paper was published in 1969 on
Helicity of Antineutrinos Emitted by Nuclei.

Mr. J.F. Palathingal (C38111) was a Fulbright
Scholar ,graduated from Harvard Business
School, another Ivy league university in the US.
He was GM Textiles Division, DCM Ltd.
Was Director , DCM international and
President of Samtel India Ltd. for 10 years.
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Er. Tobias Palathingal (C35124) joined as GM
and later was Director ,Castrol India Ltd.

Mr. Paul Antony IAS (A23131) retired in
June 2018 as Chief Secretary to the
Gouvt. of Kerala.

Dr. Vincent Palathingal (A23211) &
wife Elizabeth Palathingal have been conferred
with AARE BASEGUN and YEYE AARE
BASEGUN the highest civilian awards by the
Nigerian Government.

Mr. Jose Alapatt (A212211) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.
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Mr. Francis Alapatt (A212212)is currently
the Director of South Indian Bank Ltd.

Mr. Babu Alapatt (A212214) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.

Mr. P.M.Thomas (A212221) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.

Mr. P.M.Uthup (A212222) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.
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Dr. Jose Manuel (A212223) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.

Mr. Manuel Manuel (A212225) was Director,
South Indian Bank Ltd.

Faith and values

History of Alapatt Palathingal Family is traced down to eleven
generations spread over a period of more than three centuries.
Alapatt Palathingal Family starts from a “Karanavar”(family head)
named Varu who lived in the early 1700s.Varu had four sons namely
Vareed, Anthony, Chummar and Poulose. The descendants of
Vareed, Anthony & Chummar are the Alapatt Palathingal Family
members. Like all traditional Christian families Alapatt Palathingal
Family paid close attention to the religious, moral, economic and
educational betterment of the family members. All these years
the family has stood by its cherished values and thrived on its rich
tradition.
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Tracing family history

It was the selfless and concerted effort, led by Rev. Fr. Issac
Alapatt CMI, that led to the creation of a detailed Family Tree

(genealogy).

This effort to trace the history of Alapatt Palathingal Family
had started long before the formation of Alapatt Palathingal
Tharavattuyogam. Now, our Family Tree is spread over a period
of three hundred years and it shows eleven generations of family
history.

As the history of a community is closely related to the
geography of the place and cultural influence of the concerned
religion, we made a detailed study of Kerala History (including
history of Kochi State), History of Kattoor and History of the
Christian Church. As part of the research related to history, we
went through plenty of land documents, birth records in various
churches and write -ups by our forefathers. Historical Records of
Kottakavu(Parur), Parappukkara, Enammavu, Pazhuvil and
Edathiruthy Churches were scrutinized. Moreover we collected
relevant historical information from Alapatt Mana in Parakkadvau,
Kalathymekkatt Mana in Moozhikkulam, Mazhuvanchery Mana,
some of the Namboothiri houses in Pazhuvil and Lakshmana
Temple in Moozhikkulam. These efforts would not have been
complete had our forefathers did not keep proper records in earlier
times. There is no doubt that their accounts of the historical facts
helped a lot in our effort to write the history, the family tree in
particular.
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Alapatt Palathingal Tharavattu Yogam

Leadership
President George De Das
Vice President George Manuel
Secretary Biju Cherian
Treasurer Premjo Palathingal

Emergency Director  Sunny Palathingal

Elders council Members

Rev. Fr. Francis Alapatt 042383665

Rev. Fr. Issac Alapatt 9048614074
Antony lttiara, Kattoor 9447832334
A.T. Antony, Karanchira 8281306410
Thobias Palathingal 7034423515
P.V. Francis, Thrissur 9947288800
Francis Alapatt , Kochi 9846047085
Gracy Pauly 9388968939
Lucy Alapatt 9745391949
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